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THE JEWISH POPULATION OF GERMANY 1939-1945 
By Bruno BLAU 


On May 17, 1939 a population census was carried out by the Ger- 
man Reich. The data gathered is of more than passing interest. The 
census figures provide a picture of the population and its structure on 
the eve of World War II and also reveal the effects of the measures of 
the National Socialist regime during the first six years of power (there 
was also a census in 1933). Here too are found the basic data for the 
final epoch of Jewish life in Germany. 

The count of Jews included not only Jews by religion but all who 
were considered Jews in accordance with the Niirnberg laws. Such a 
census of Jews was never before taken in history and will, we hope, never 
be repeated in the future. Despite the hostile intent of the Jewish 
census, the data is, nevertheless, of great value and reveals the patent 
falsehood of many of the Nazi contentions. Thus the total number of 
“non-Ayran” Jews cited by Nazi writers was always exaggerated. Dr. 
Conti, head of the Nazi physicians organization, presented the figures 
of 300,000 “non-Mosaic” Jews, 750,000 descendants of mixed marriages 
(so-called Mischlinge) and 500,000 Jews of the Mosaic faith. The total 
number of “non-Ayran” Jews, according to Conti, then was 1,550,000. ! 
The actual figure resulting from the census of 1939 was a total of 318,000. 

The results of the census of 1939 pertaining to Jews were brought 
together in “Die Juden und Jiidischen Mischlinge im Deutschen Reich,” 
in Statistik des deutschen Reiches, vol 552, Heft 4.2 Part of the material 
had been previously published in periodical form. 8 The first-mentioned 
publication was not for public distribution. It was a “confidential” docu- 
ment, intended only for government bureaus. It was, therefore, not 
available to Erich Rosenthal * or Clarence B. Odell and Robert H. Bil- 
ligmeier 5 in their studies of the Jewish population. 


1 Archiv (1935-36) 435. See also Sommerlad, “Die Bastardisierung des deutschen Volkes 
durch Judentaufe und Mischehe,” in Nationalsozialistische Monatshefte (1935) 791 ff. 

2 Berlin, 1944, Verlag fiir Sozialpolitik, Wirtschaft und Statistik. 

3 “Die Juden und jüdischen Mischlinge,” in Wirtschaft und Statistik, vol. xx (1940) 


84 ff. 
4 Rosenthal, Erich, “Trends of Jewish Population in Germany, 1910-1939,” in JEwIsH 


Soctat. STUDIFS, vol. vi (1944) 233-74. 
5 “Jews in Germany 1933-1939,” in U. S. Department of State, Bulletin, vol. xii (1945) 
969-78. 
161 
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In accordance with the provisions of the Niirnberg laws the census 
of 1939 considered: 


(a) as Jews, all persons with at least three grandparents who 
were racially full Jews. 


(b) as Mischlinge of the first degree, all persons with two grand- 
parents who were racially full Jews. 


(c) as Mischlinge of the second degree, all persons with one 
grandparent who was racially a full Jew. 


The designations in articles 2 and 5 of the Supplementary Decree of 
November 14, 1935, which pertain to others who are to be classified as 
Jews, are not considered here. They would not change the picture 
materially. 


On May 17, 1939, there were in the German Reich as then consti- 
tuted 330,539 “racial” Jews, in keeping with the above designation. Of 
these, 138,819 were male and 191,720 female. ‘This figure included 
94,530 Jews of Austria and 2,363 Jews of the Sudetenland. In the area 
of the “old Reich”, therefore, there were 233,646 “racial” Jews, of which 
98,359 were male and 135,287 female. Of these, 213,930 (or 91.5 per- 
cent) were Jews by religion and these, in turn, were divided into 90,826 
males and 123,104 females (92 and 90.9 percent respectively). Of the 
total number of “racial” Jews, 8.5 percent, or 19,716, were not of the 
Jewish faith. These were divided among the following religious denomi- 
nations: 10,461 Lutherans, 3,025 Roman Catholics, 320 of other Chris- 
tian denominations, 2,859 deists, 2,712 of no religion and 339 without 
any designation. The total number of “racial” Jews constituted 0.35 
percent and the Jews by religion 0.32 percent of the total population 
of 66,031,580. 


It is not possible to compare the figures for “racial” Jews with any 
earlier period since no such count was ever made before. The total num- 
ber of Jews by religion in 1933 (including the Jews of the Saar, added 
in 1935) was 502,799. This means that during the first six years of the 
Nazi regime, there was a decrease of 288,869 Jews, i. e. 57.4 percent. At 
the close of the Nazi period, as is well-known, only about 19,000 Jews 
remained. 


In 1939 there were 52,005 Mischlinge of the first degree (0.08 per- 
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cent of the total population) and 32,669 Mischlinge of the second degree 
(0.05 percent of the total population). Of the Mischlinge of the first 
degree, 5,177, or 9.9 percent, were Jews by religion; of the Mischlinge 
of the second degree, 392, or 1.16 percent, were Jews by religion. The 
overwhelming majority in these categories were affiliated with various 
Christian denominations. ê ‘Thus only about 10 percent of the children 
of mixed marriages were reared as Jews The practice of counting half 
of the children of mixed marriages as Jewish, which was previously ac- 
cepted by Jewish statisticians, is thus shown to be erroneous. Even before 
the Nazi period, there were figures available which indicated that only 
about 15-25 percent of such children were brought up as Jews. 


The distribution of the Jews by religion in the various parts of the 
Reich is indicated in the following ‘Table. 


DISTRIBUTION OF JEWS OF REICH, 1939 


District No. of Jews eae j Percent of DGRA 

Population Jews No. Percent 
Prussia 159,878 0.35 74.7 201,948 | 55.8 
Bavaria 15,962 0.19 74 25,977 | 61.4 
Saxony 6,665 0.12 3.1 13,919] 67.6 
Wiirttemberg 4,377 0.14 2.0 5,646| 56.3 
Baden 8,725 0.34 4.1 11,892] 57.7 
Thuringia 1,699 0.09 0.8 1,183] 41.0 
Hamburg 8,175 0.48 3.8 8,798 | 51.8 
Hesse 5,715 0.39 2.7 12,173| 62.4 
Mecklenburg 263 0.03 0.12 740| 73.8 
Brunswick 378 0.06 0.18 796| 67.8 
Oldenburg 326 0.05 0.15 914| 73.7 
Bremen 618 0.14 0.29 520] 45.7 
Anhalt 340 0.08 0.6 561| 62.2 
Lippe 221 0.11 0.1 289| 56.6 
Schaumburg-Lippe 115 0.21 0.06 12| 37.9 


Saar 473 0.05 0.22 2,644} 84.8 


6For a study of these Christians of Jewish descent, see Blau, Bruno, “Die Christen 
jiidischer und gemischter Abkunft in Deutschland und Osterreich im Jahr 1939,” in 
Judaica, vol. v (1949) 272-88. 
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In 1939 there were still 24 German cities with more than 1,000 Jew- 
ish inhabitants. A glance at the figure in the Table below will show how 
the relative number of Jews by religion to Jews by descent varied from 
city to city. 


GERMAN CITIES WITH MORE THAN 1,000 JEWS IN 1939 


Percentage 
City Descent Religion Cad 
Berlin 82,457 75,344 1.07 
Frankfurt a. M. 14,191 13,508 2.46 
Breslau 10,848 10,309 1.66 
Hamburg 9,943 8,175 0.48 
Cologne 8,406 7,818 1.01 
Munich 4,940 4,407 0.54 
Leipzig 4,470 4,113 0.50 
Mannheim 3,054 2,900 1.03 
Nürnberg 2,645 2,544 0.60 
Hannover 2,457 2,214 0.47 
Stuttgart 2,395 2,164 0.47 
Diisseldorf 2,072 1,774 0.33 
Essen 1,704 1,572 0.23 
Dresden 1,676 1,391 0.22 
Königsberg 1,655 1,527 0.42 
Mainz 1,544 1,431 0.93 
Dortmund 1,530 1,387 0.37 
Karlsruhe 1,444 1,347 0.73 
Wiesbaden 1,386 1,201 0.72 
Beuthen 1,362 1,326 1.31 
Kassel 1,350 1,282 0.60 
Stettin 1,151 1,050 0.39 
Wuppertal 1,129 1,011 0.25 
Würzburg 1,096 1,081 1.06 


The number of foreign Jews within the borders of the “old Reich” 
cannot be given precisely since the figures published are only for the 
entire Reich and for Berlin and Vienna. The numbers cited below will 
be somewhat higher for they include Austria (exclusive of Vienna) and 
the Sudetenland. The total number of Jews by religion in these two 
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areas, however, amounted to only 3,558 and of these only a small num- 
ber were of foreign citizenship. The number of foreign Jews in the Reich 
in 1939 was 29,171. Of these 16,341 were citizens of other states, 12,101 
were stateless and 729 of undetermined status. Jews of Polish citizen- 
ship were the largest group, with 12,498; Jews of Czechoslovak citizen- 
ship came next with 1,024; Hungarian Jews numbered 748 and Ruman- 
ian Jews 468. Whereas in 1933, 19.8 percent of all the Jews of the Reich 
were of foreign citizenship, in 1939 the percentage dropped to 13.4. The 
large number of stateless Jews is explained by the fact that in accord- 
ance with the law of July 13, 1933 all Jews who had been granted 
German citizenship after World War I lost this citizenship and became 
stateless. : 

The family status of the Jews by religion is indicated in the follow- 
ing Table. Here too the figures include Austria (exclusive of Vienna) 
and the Sudetenland. 


Male Female Total 


Single 32,254 43,299 75,476 
Married 50,746 49,563 100,309 
Widowed 6,674 28,347 $5,021 
Divorced 2,700 3,982 6,682 

Total 92,374 125,114 217,488 


The excess of females over males in the Jewish population is thus due 
in large measure to the number of widows. Of the total number of 
widows, 16,117 (56.8 percent) were 65 or over. 

The following age groupings of the Jewish population by religion 
were as follows: 


TAO ee 16,225 
|, e Senni 24,481 
n AE: PEE EEEO EAEE 130,391 
Over 65 oorner 46,391 

Total cesirccsussieicnsnnmiiadaccnnintianiues L 7488 


Young people made up only 7.4 percent of the total Jewish population 
while persons over 65 totaled more than 21 percent. This abnormal age 
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structure, was of course, the product of the Nazi policies which forced 
the younger people to emigrate. 

Marriages in the “old Reich,” in which both partners were Jewish, 
totaled 39,368; mixed marriages numbered 14,671 (27.1 percent of all 
Jewish marriages). The role played by mixed marriages during the last 
years of the Third Reich was one which no one could have forseen ear- 
lier. The generally accepted view had been that mixed marriages, like 
conversion to Christianity, were dangerous for the perpetuation of Ju- 
daism since children born of such mixed marriages, even where one part- 
ner remained Jewish, were for the most part reared as non-Jews. In the 
normal pre-Nazi days, this point of view was consistent and logical. But 
strange as it may seem, the fact that a small number of German Jews 
were saved from liquidation is due almost entirely to mixed marriages. 
For the Jewish partners of such marriages were frequently spared depor- 
tation. Of all the German Jews who survived the Nazi regime within 
Germany, only about one percent were not partners of mixed marriages. 7 

The figures for the number of children born out of marriage be- 
tween Jews and out of mixed marriages offer some interesting compari- 
sons. In the case of both partners being Jewish, 10,014 (or 25.2 per- 
cent) marriages were childless; in mixed marriages, there were 6,220 
(or 42.2 percent) that were childless. Jewish marriages with one child 
numbered 9,311 (or 23.6 percent) and with 2 children 10,400 (or 26.4 
percent). Mixed marriages with one child numbered 3,768 (or 25.6 
percent) and with 2 children, 2,543 (or 17.2 percent). Jewish marriages 
with 3 or more children totaled 9,031 (or 22.9 percent) while such mixed 
marriages totaled only 2,130 (or 15 percent). The smaller birth rate for 
mixed marriages is also corroborated by other statistical data. There 
is no ground for concluding from these figures that mixed marriages are 
any less fertile. ‘This general situation was one of social rather than of 
physiological causation. 

Marriages between “racial” Jews, Jews by religion, Mischlinge of 
first and second degrees and “racial” Germans are indicated in the fol- 
lowing ‘Table. In this Table the term “Jew” or “Jewess”? is always used 
in the sense of the Nurnberg laws. Adherence to the Jewish religion is 
designated in the Table by the term “Mosaic.” 


7 Cf. Blau, Bruno, “Die Mischehe im Nazireich,” in Judaica, vol. iv (1948) 45-57. 
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MARRIAGES BETWEEN JEWS, MISCHLINGE AND “ARYANS” 


Descent and Religion of Wife 


Descent cn ee eee en ee ee Eee ee TT ee ee ee ee eT ee eT 
and Religion Jewess Mischling ï Mischling II “Aryan” 
of Husband ~~. | Non- L. . | Non- |... | Non- | Non- 
Mosaic Mosaic Mosaic Mosaic Mosaic Mosaic Mosaic Mosaic 


ea (onan a O Ce at ee eee ee) aaae a O 


| e a Cae icicle aR cen aE DG! era 
Mosaic 143 680 4 67 — 20 3 | 2,378 
oT osaic 205 l 47 5 — 3 16 125 
Mischling E TE, Cee EERE Toon BOE OEE 
I Non 
Mosaic 73 62 2 | 1,079 — 9] — | 3,921 
© | Mosaic 5 — 6 ] 18 — Z 35 
Mischling mh See 
Il Non- 
Mosaic 53 55 7 140 2 367 — | 2,178 
Mosaic 24 5 4 — ioe => 13 8 
“Aryan” To nae eens ns a aE 


Mosaic | 29/23) 3,310 81 | 3,666 20 | 2,159 5 = 


According to this Table there were 687 (or 8.7 percent) “racial” Ger- 
man women who were married to Jews and who embraced the Jewish 
religion, while there were 3,310 (or 54.8 percent) Jewish women by des- 
cent who were married to “racial” Germans and who no longer considered 
themselves of the Jewish faith. The first category was really somewhat 
higher since many German women who had embraced Judaism before 
1939 were forced by the pressure of circumstances and very often in the 
interests of their husbands to declare their abandonment of Judaism. 
The number of marriages between Mischlinge of the first degree was 
relatively large while Mischlinge of the second degree preferred to marry 
“racial” Germans. It is interesting to note that the number of children 
born to marriages between Mischlinge and “racial” Germans was greater 
than in the case of marriages between Jews and “racial” Germans. Of the 
7,813 marriages between Mischlinge of the first degree and “racial” 
Germans, 2,438 (only 31.8 percent) were childless; 2,338 (or 29.9 per- 
cent) were with one child; 1,615 (20.6 percent) were with 2 children; 
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1,422 (18.2 percent) were with 3 or more children. The figures for the 
Mischlinge of the second degree were very similar. 8 

The first six years of the Hitler regime effected a radical transfor- 
mation in the social and occupational structure of the Jews in Germany. 
Whereas in 1933 there were 240,487 Jews (48.12 percent) who were gain- 
fully employed, most of these were displaced from their economic posi- 
tions by 1939. Of the 213,939 Jews by religion in 1939, only 34,102 (15.6 
percent) were gainfully employed. ‘The remaining 84.4 percent were 
either without any occupation whatsoever (165,620) or were relatives 
of those gainfully employed (17,766). The situation was quite differ- 
ent in the case of the Mischlinge; of those of the first degree, 25,410 (45 
percent) were gainfully employed and of those of the second degree 
14,177 (40 percent). The Mischlinge were obviously not subjected to 
all the severe economic restrictions imposed upon the full Jews. Quite 
a radical change took place also in the character of the group of gainfully 
employed. Whereas in 1933, 46.8 percent of the gainfully employed 
Jews were in independent occupations and only 8.8 percent were em- 
ployed as workers, by 1939 the number in the former class amounted 
only to 15.7 percent while those in the latter group increased to 56.4 
percent. 

In 1933 the occupational structure of the German Jews was still of 
the character typical for Europe as a whole with a large percentage in 
commerce and the free professions and very small participation in agri- 
culture and domestic service. By 1939 a complete revolution had taken 
place. The comparative occupational structure is shown in the follow- 
ing figures: 

OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE OF GERMAN JEWS 1933 AND 1939, BY PERCENT. 


1933 1339 
Agriculture and Forestry 1.0 2.0 
Industry and Handicraft 19.1 8.7 
Commerce and Communications 52.5 4.4 
Public and Private Services 10.7 6.0 
Domestic Service 0.7 3.1 
Independent without Occupation 16.0 75.8 


8 Due to the “racial” character of this census the data on mixed marriages is more accu- 
rate than in the previous compilations, since these did not include Jews who had left Judaism. 
Cf. Blau, Bruno, “Fehlerquellen in der Statistik der Juden,” in Zeitschrift fiir Demographie 
und Statistik der Juden, vol. v (1909) 187-89. See also Ruppin, A., “Die Mischehe,” in Zeit- 
schrift fiir Demographie und Statistik der Juden, vol. iv (1908) 17-20. 
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Counting only the gainfully employed Jews the comparative picture 
was as follows: 


OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE OF GAINFULLY EMPLOYED GERMAN JEWS 
1933 AND 1939 


1933 1939 


Absolute No.| Percentage Absolute No.| Percentage 


Agriculture and Forestry 4,167 1.7 3,029 8.9 


Industry and Handicraft 55,655 23.1 11,493 33.8 
Commerce and Communications} 147,314 61.3 6,473 18.9 
Public and Private Services 29,974 12.5 8,645 25.3 
Domestic Service | 3,374 1.4 4,462 13.1 


Noteworthy above all is the large number shifted from trade and com- 
merce to the other occupations, except for the free professions. From 
these too Jews disappeared almost entirely. ° 


The following tabulation lists those occupations in which substan- 
tial numbers of Jews were still active. ‘The figures are for the entire 
Third Reich, including all of Austria and the Sudetenland, and only 
for Jews by religion, thus making possible comparison with previous 
Statistics. 


Agricultural workers .ccccececsecscssccssnestsensennseen 1,101 
E75 6 (1 1h 1) ee en eee ee ee a Ea eee Ove 616 
Locksmiths and blacksmiths 20. 439 
Tailoring, independent 2c 301 
Tailoring, workers ..escececssenecsnsemetcetmeteceneese 899 
Needle work ocecceecccccessessssscsccsssssssssnuscesccessnvnuensscescennsees 766 
Construction WOLK oenecccccccsccccsssssssssscecetsssceceessecessessee 1,621 
Diggers and €XCAVAtOTS uuu. 3,376 
Retail trade eceeccceeccecccccccccsssecscssscsscsssssssssesssssussecsosssnnesesesn 1,163 
Brokers, commission merchants, insurance 
CTS E E A A E E E 1,104 


Correspondents, book-keepers, cashiers 


9 See in this connection, Stahl, Rudolph, “Vocational Retraining of Jews in Nazi Germany 
1933-1938,” in JEWISH SOCIAL STUDIES, vol. i (1939) 169-94. 
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Stenotypists, typists ec eecececsecentensensennsensnnne 1,208 
Employees in official bureaus ......... 1,203 
Business office Employees... eeccveuccecnernennene 1,441 
Other commercial employees „.nu..u.uur.u--.-- 489 
Hotel business, independent... 800 
Hotel business, employees ee 1,520 
Teachers, elementary and intermediate 
(611166) Kee en he eee one ee ne 457 
Musicians and music teachers eee 274 
Religious occupations eee eceecsseseseesesenseeeeente 275 
Legal and economic advisers eee eesssseeceeee 317 
Physicians nee nen ee ene ee ee 392 
Dentists, dental technicians ...................... eee 202 
Nurses and hospital attendants WW... 794 
Domestic servants, living in the home ..... 2,616 
Other domestic service oeeceieincccsvvsssscsssesssesssseceeeeeee 1,886 
Workers in Storage, ‘Transportation, 
ACAD ess peer eee 2,632 


The occupational shifts were of course not voluntary. The anti- 
Jewish measures of the government forced the Jews to turn from their 
trained occupations and professions to other types of work. Not all were 
able to make such adjustments. ‘This accounted for the large number 
of Jews who were independent but not gainfully employed. This group 
of Jews (by religion) in the entire Reich, except for Vienna, was divided 
as follows: 


Absolute No. Percentage 


Living of their own possessions 44,226 41.0 


Living from small investments, 
insurance 49,450 45.9 


Inmates of institutions for mental 
and incurable diseases, penal 


institutions 5,777 5.3 
Otherwise independent 8,402 7.8 
Total 107,855 100.0 
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Over 40 percent of Jews in Germany in 1939 who were without 
occupation were able to support themselves from their own means and 
a larger number were able to carry on from small investments or insur- 
ance payments. Both these groups were eventually also forced into some 
kind of work as long as they were allowed to remain in Germany. 


There are no official statistics for the fate of Jews of Germany after 
1939. However, the Reichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland, on 
instructions from the Gestapo, carried out regular monthly surveys 
through its representatives and those surveys have been preserved in 
greater part. 1° Developments from May 1941 to September 1944 can 
be followed from these records. The latter date may be taken as final 
for this entire period since after the deportations there were no substan- 
tial population changes except for the deceased. Apart from some ex- 
ceptions all “racial” Jews, including those not of the Jewish faith, were 
members of the Reichsvereinigung and the statistical data for this period, 
therefore, pertain not only to Jews by religion but to those considered 
as Jews in the light of the Nurnberg laws. 


On May 1, 1941 there were still 168,972 Jews in Germany and on 
October 1 of the same year there were 163,696. The deportations began 
in October and by the end of 1941 there were only 131,828 Jews. By the 
end of 1942 the number was reduced to 51,257 and by the end of the 
first quarter of 1943 there were only 31,807 Jews. On September 1, 1944 
there were 14,574 Jews who were counted. Of these there were only 
227 (1.6 percent) who were either married to Jews or were unmarried. 
Of these, 195 lived in Berlin and the remaining 32 in the rest of the 
Reich. Of the other Jews, 12,478 (85.6 percent) were married to non- 
Jews while 1,780 (12.2 percent) were so-called Geltungsjuden, 1. e. half- 
Jews, classified as Jews by the Nurnberg laws, who either considered 
themselves as Jews or were married to Jews. ‘There were 89 foreign 
Jews. Of the Jews who were married to non-Jews 9,389 (over 75 per- 
cent) were “privileged Jews,” whose children were not being reared as 
Jews. Their special status freed them of many of the burdensome regu- 
lations imposed on the other Jews, especially that of wearing the Jewish 
star. 

For the period of May 1, 1941 there are 8,700 recorded cases of emi- 


10 The stastical data of the Reichsvereinigung is evaluated in greater detail in a larger 
study by the author which is to be published in the near future. 
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gration. Deportations totaled about 131,500, of which about 42,000 were 
sent to Theresienstadt. Of these about one-tenth survived. 

The number of German Jews who were left in Germany at the close 
of the war, including those who lived underground, totaled about 
19,000 . ‘This means a total loss of 214,646 since 1939. Of these, 131,500 
were deported 61,500 emigrated and 21, 646 deceased. The deaths in 
the latter category were not all of natural causes. A large number of these 
were attributable directly to the Nazi policies, especially the cases of 
suicide resulting from fear of deportation. In Berlin the cause of death 
for approximately one-fourth of all Jews buried in 1942-1943 was given 
as suicide. The curve of suicide ran parallel with the deportations. Sui- 
cides during this period were 30-35 times as numerous as the normal 
suicide rate for Jews. 

The total number of “racial” Jews at the beginning of the Nazi period 
was 540,000, of which only 19,000 remained at the close of the war. The 
total losses of German Jewry for this period, therefore, were 521,000, 
or 96.4 percent. ‘This approximated very closely the goal of complete 
extermination of German Jewry as set by the National Socialist program. 
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